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Year-end Message 2018

The year 2018 has been a productive and challenging year for the Coral
Triangle Initiative on Coral Reefs, Fisheries and Food Security (CTI CFF)
particularly the Regional Secretariat.

With the diligence and commitment of the members of the CTI
Technical Working Groups, Governance Working Groups and Cross-
Cutting Theme Working Groups, 14 activities were implemented to
achieve the five goals set for the Regional Plan of Action (RPOA).

The CTI-CFF through its Regional Secretariat was also active in pursuing
and renewing partnerships by participating in various international and
regional forums such Our Ocean Conference 2018, Samoa Partnership
Dialogue, Sustainable Blue Economy Conference, and the 33rd ICRI
Meeting, as well numbers of embassies/international organization
representatives in Jakarta with the aim of sharing insights and further
advancing marine and coastal conservation, sustainable fisheries, and
food security.

During this year, the results of the RPOA review came out which
recognize the need for reshaping and refinement to keep up with the
times and challenges. As such, the need for redesigning RPOA version
2.0 and CTI Atlas are part of the priority activities of CTl in 2019.

Before the year ended, the leaders of the CT6 member countries
through the ministers and their representatives renewed its
commitment and support to the aims of the CTI during the 7th
Ministerial Meeting which was held in Manila, Philippines. In said
meeting, the need for comprehensive monitoring, knowledge sharing,
communications of timely information between member countries,
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development partners, collaborators and other key
stakeholders based on science for decision-making
for the benefit of human well-being was accepted
and recognized.

With the end of another year, the CTI-CFF and the
Regional Secretariat assure its partners and other
stakeholders of its effort to continue to look for new
opportunities that will further advance the goals of
the CTI-CFF and commit itself to provide the enabling
environment for better articulation and coordination
among marine environment-related national
strategies and action plans of its member countries.

On behalf of the CTI-CFF as well as the CTI-CFF
Regional Secretariat, | would like to extend our
deepest appreciation to everybody particularly the
members of the National Coordination Committees
(NCCs), technical working groups, and development
partners who have one way or another contributed
to the outcomes of the CTI.

May we all have a happy and prosperous 2019!

DR. HENDRA YUSRAN SIRY
Interim Executive Director
CTI-CFF Regional Secretariat

Cimatu: Regional cooperation key
to protecting Coral Triangle from
climate impacts

Philippines’ Department of Environment and Natural
Resources Secretary and CTI Council of Ministers
Chair Roy A. Cimatu called for strengthening of
regional cooperation to protect the Coral Triangle and
its marine resources from the devastating effects of
climate change.

Cimatu made the call during the 7th Ministerial
Meeting of the Coral Triangle Initiative on Coral Reefs,
Fisheries and Food Security (CIT-CFF) in Makati City
last 14th December 2018.

According to the environment chief, regional
cooperation has never been more important in the
context of the immense challenges that the
Philippines and five other nations face from climate
change, which is the single greatest threat to the
coral-rich region.

“This is the value of the Coral Triangle Initiative. | see
this partnership as a long-term solution not only for

H.E. Gen. Roy Agullana Cimatu, CTI-CFF Chair of the Council of
Ministers and Philippines’ Secretary of the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR) remarked that CT6 must aim to be heard
in global platforms and should put forward the CTl agenda to serve as a
reference point in crafting international frameworks in environmental
conservation. ©DENR/Kat Manapat/2018

our region, but also for all of civilization mainly
because of the fact that we are protecting the nursery
and the center of the center of marine biodiversity,”
Cimatu said.

The CTI-CFF is a multilateral partnership of six
countries working together to sustain extraordinary
marine and coastal resources by addressing crucial
issues, such as food security, climate change and
marine biodiversity.

Aside from the Philippines, the Coral Triangle is also
composed of Indonesia, Malaysia, Papua New Guinea,
Solomon Islands and Timor-Leste.

Cimatu said several progress have been made in the
last decade but CTI-CFF nations must not become
complacent, especially in the face of climate change.

“We have made progress indeed but we are far from
celebrating what is supposed to be a victory for our
people—the sustainability of our coastal and marine
resources,” Cimatu said.

“A lot has yet to be done and we want nothing less for
the future generation than for them to experience
what we have enjoyed so far from our oceans,” he
added.

Cimatu rallied member nations to continue supporting
CTI-CFF’s “cause of empowering communities and
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and providing them with options that will address
their needs amidst the emerging impacts of climate
change.”

“Rest assured, our governments will be working hand
in hand to get things done,” he stressed.

Although highly diverse and rich because of
abundance of coral reefs, tropical fishes, mangroves
and seagrass, Cimatu said the Coral Triangle will be
one of the very first regions that will feel the impact
of climate change.

Cimatu noted that in the past 10 years, the region
experienced unprecedented rates of droughts,
extreme rainfall and weather, coral bleaching, and
ocean acidification due to changing climate.

He lamented that climate change had hampered “not
only the individual lives of the families living along
the coastlines, but also of the economy of our entire
nations. (By: Kat Manapat, DENR Philippines)

CTI RS Interim Executive Director
bares CTl 2018 accomplishments,
cites redesigning RPOA Version 2.0
and CTl system as focus in 2019

Manila, Philippines, December 2018 - CTI-CFF
Regional Secretariat Interim Executive Director Dr.
Hendra Yusran Siry bared the accomplishment of the
CTI for 2018 during the 7th Ministerial Meeting held
in Manila, Philippines last 14th December 2018.

Siry said that CTI-CFF through its Technical Working
Groups, Governance Working Groups and Cross-
Cutting Working Groups implemented activities that
will further advance and promote the goals of CTI.
Some of these activities were capacity building on
ecosystem approach to fisheries management
(EAFM) among CT6 and South American countries;
regional exchanges on various areas such as marine
protected areas, climate change adaptation and
threatened species; and review of the Regional Plan
of Action (RPOA).

Siry further remarked that the CTI-CFF also
participated in international activities such as the
Sustainable Ocean Initiative — Convention on
Biological  Diversity =~ Workshop; Our  Ocean
Conference 2018; and Inter-Regional Partnership
Dialogue to share CTl’s success stories and tools on
food security, sustainable livelihoods, and ecosystem
resilience.
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" The CTI-CFF was registered and recorded with the UN Secretaray

General which further increases the profile of CTl in the international
platform.

“The CTI-CFF has been accepted as a member of the
International Coral Reef Initiative (ICRI) at the 33rd ICRI
General Meeting in Monaco. This is a manifestation of
CTI’s recognition in other international groupings and
creation of new alliances to create new alliances in the
efforts of best practices towards conservation and
sustainable use of living marine resources,” Siry said.

“Further, the Agreement on the Regional Secretariat of
the CTI-CFF was registered and recorded with the
United Nations Secretary General which further
increases the profile of CTl in the international platform
and would open the pathway for further possible
cooperation with international bodies under UN,” Siry
added.

For 2019, Siry said that the CTI will be focusing on
redesigning the RPOA version 2.0 and CTI system.

“RPOA is important to ensure CTI-CFF maintain its
relevance as a regional platform to put oceans at the
forefront of regional and national policy agenda in
achieving significant progress on Sustainable
Development Goals — 14 water; related SDGs and
emerging issues in the Coral Triangle,” Siry said.

“The RPOA 2.0 is the CTI’s commitment to safeguard
the world richest marine resources and ensure the
income, livelihood and food security particularly of the
more than 130 million people living in coastal
communities at the CTI-CFF’s Leader’s Summit in
2020,” Siry added. (8y: Janet Rosalie Anne H. Polita)
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A show of continued commitment, partnership and support for the Coral Triangle Initiative. (From left to right) Dr. Hendra Yusran Siry, CTI-CFF
Regional Secretariat Interim Executive Director; H.E. Acacio Guterres, Director General of Fisheries of Timor-Leste’s Ministry of Agriculture and
Fisheries; Ms. Rosalie Masu, Deputy Director of the Inshore Fisheries Division of Solomon Islands’ Ministry of Fisheries and Marine Resources;
H.E. Gen. Roy Agullana Cimatu, CTI-CFF Chair of the Council of Ministers and Philippines’ Secretary of the Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR); Ms. Yvonne Tio, Executive Manageress of Papua New Guinea’s Conservation and Environment Protection Authority;
H.E.Isnaraissah Munirah Majilis, Deputy Minister of Malaysia’s Ministry of Energy, Science, Technology, Environment and Climate Change;

Dr. Suseno Sukoyono, Indonesia Head of Delegation; and USec. Jonas Leones, CTI Chair of the Committee of Senior Officials and Philippines’

DENR Undersecretary. ©CTI Regional Secretariat/2018

JOINT MINISTERIAL STATEMENT
The 7th CTI-CFF Ministerial Meeting
14 December 2018, Manila-Philippines

The 7th CTI-CFF Ministerial Meeting (MM-7) was held
on 14th December 2018 in Makati City, the Republic of
Philippines.

The Meeting was chaired by the Chair of the Council of
Ministers, H.E. Roy A. Cimatu, Secretary of Department
of Environment and Natural Resources of the
Philippines; and cochaired by the representative of
Council of Ministers of the Solomon Islands
Government, represented by H.E. Rosalie Masu,
Deputy Director of In-shore Fisheries Division, Ministry
of Fisheries and Marine Resources;

and attended by representatives of the Government of
Indonesia, H.E. Dr. Suseno Sukoyono, the Minister’s
Advisor from Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries
for Public and Inter-Agency Relations; the Government
of Malaysia, H.E. Isnaraissah Munirah Majilis, the
Deputy Minister for Ministry of Energy, Science,
Technology, Environment and Climate Change
(MESTECC); the Government of Papua New Guinea,

H.E. Yvonne Tio, Executive Manageress, Conservation
and Environment Protection Authority; and the
Government of Timor-Leste, H.E. Acacio Guterres,
Director General of Fisheries, Ministry of Agriculture
and Fisheries.

Bearing in mind that the Coral Triangle Initiative
Leaders' Declaration on Coral Reefs, Fisheries and Food
Security signed on 15 May 2009 in Manado, Indonesia
sets the fundamental foundation for the conservation
and sustainable management of coastal and marine
resources within the Coral Triangle region;

Recalling the commitments of CTI-CFF in pursuit of the
Regional Plan of Action (RPOA) implementation and to
transform such goals along with its targets and regional
actions into workable action plans with mutual and
coherent coordination at CTI-CFF national levels.

Recognizing that the term of the Regional Plan of
Action (RPOA) shall conclude in 2019 and actions are in
place for the development of the Regional Plan of
Action 2.0 (RPOA 2.0) to ensure CTI-CFF maintains its
relevance as a regional platform to put oceans at the
forefront of regional and national policy agendas in
achieving significant progress on Sustainable



Development Goal 14 (SDG14) - life underwater;
related SDGs, and emerging issues in the Coral Triangle
area, and our global oceans, where this matters most.

Accepting the need for comprehensive monitoring,
knowledge sharing, communication of timely
information between member countries, Development
Partners, Collaborators and other key stakeholders
based on science for decision-making for the benefit of
human wellbeing.

Agreeing that the CTI-CFF recognizes the importance
of ocean ecosystems for food security and livelihoods;
and it is critical to forge and maintain close
partnerships while mobilizing resources.

We, the Ministers and Heads of Delegations, hereby:
1. Express our highest gratitude and appreciation to
the Government of the Republic of Philippines for the
warm hospitality and successful hosting of the
pre-14th Senior Officials’ Meeting (Pre-SOM), the 14th
Senior Officials’ Meeting (SOM-14) and the 7th
Ministerial Meeting (MM-7);

2. Adopt the Chair’s Summaries of the 13th Senior
Officials’ Meeting (SOM-13); Special SOM 2018; and
the 14th Senior Officials’ Meeting (SOM-14);

3. Appreciate the contribution and leadership of the
Government of the Republic of Philippines as the Chair
of the Council of Ministers (COM) and the Committee
of Senior Officials (CSO), and the Government of
Solomon Islands as Vice Chair for 2017 and 2018;

4. Elect the Government of Solomon Islands and
Government of the Democratic Republic of Timor-Leste
as the Chair and Vice Chair, respectively, of the Council
of Ministers (COM) and Committee of Senior Officials
(CSO) for two (2) years from 2019 to 2020;

5. Appreciate that the Agreement on the Regional
Secretariat of the Coral Triangle Initiative on Coral
Reefs, Fisheries and Food Security (CTI-CFF) (with
annexes) was registered and recorded with the United
Nations Secretary General on 1st November 2017;

6. Congratulate the Regional Secretariat and
appreciate the acceptance of the CTI-CFF as a member
of International Coral Reef Initiative (ICRI) at the 33rd
ICRI General Meeting in Monaco on 5-7 December
2018;

7. Accept and appreciate Dr. Sharifah Nora Ibrahim as
Acting Executive Director of the CTI Regional
Secretariat upon the resignation of Executive Director,
Dr. Widi Agoes Pratikto on 10th June 2018;

8. Accept the nomination made by the Government of
the Republic of Indonesia and designation by the CTI
CSO of Dr. Hendra Yusran Siry as the Interim Executive
Director (IED) effective 1st October 2018;

9. Accept the amendment to Staff Regulation 7.3 with
additional sentence that reads “The appointment
mechanism for the Executive Director shall be made to
observe the principle of rotation in alphabetical order
among CTI-CFF Member Parties;”

10.Agree to delegate the responsibility and power of
appointment to CTI CSO for the appointments of the
new Executive Director and Deputy Executive Director
for Corporate Services pursuant to Staff Regulation 7.2;

11.Endorse the 2019 Secretariat’s

Organization Chart;

Regional

12.Endorse the Special Audit Report for 2014 to 2016
and the 2017 Audit Report;

13.Appreciate the annual countries’” financial
contributions, and note the outstanding contribution;

14.Endorse the transition of the Coordination
Mechanism Working Group to the Internal Resource
Committee;

15.Endorse the establishment of the Internal Resource
Committee (IRC) and its Terms of Reference (TOR) and
Chair and Vice-Chair to follow the chair and
vice-chair for the Committee of Senior Officials (CSO)
and the Council of Ministers (COM);

16.Accept the result of the review of RPOA and
continue the process of the RPOA 2.0 development
with involvement from all CT6 Member Parties,
Development Partners, Collaborators, and relevant
resource organizations;

17.Adopt Lesser Sunda Ecoregion and Bismarck
Solomon Sea Ecoregion (BSSE) as CTICFF Priority
Seascapes;

18. Appreciate the continuous support from CTI-CFF
Development Partners and Collaborators and welcome
further cooperation towards meeting the goals of
CTI-CFF;

19.Acknowledge  the  Development  Partners’
reflections and response to CTI-CFF’s achievements,
challenges, and willingness to move forward in the
spirit of cooperation and collaboration;



20.Recognize the achievements of the Sulu Sulawesi
Seascape Project through the completion of the
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between
CTI-CFF Regional Secretariat and GIZ by December 31,
2018;

21.Endorse and welcome the Wildlife Conservation
Society (WCS) as a new CTI-CFF Development Partner;

22.Approve that the revised 2019 Budget shall be
based on country contribution for 2018;

23.Accept the 2017 Audit Report indicating a cash
surplus of USD951,168.00 and task the Regional
Secretariat to prepare options on the utilization of the

cash surplus through the submission of a
supplementary budget by 28 February 2019;

24. Agree to delegate powers and responsibilities to the
Committee of Senior Officials (CSO) to make decisions
on the utilization of the cash surplus; and

25.Endorse that the 2nd CTI-CFF Leaders’ Summit to be
held in 2020.

Signed by:

H. E. Dr. Suseno Sukoyono

Minister’s Advisor, Ministry of Marine Affairs

and Fisheries for Public and Inter-Agency Relations
Government of the Republic of Indonesia

H. E. Isnaraissah Munirah Majilis

Deputy Minister, Ministry of Energy, Science,
Technology, Environment and Climate Change
Government of Malaysia

Ms. Yvonne Tio

Executive Manageress, Conservation and Environment
Protection Authority

Government of The Independent State
of Papua New Guinea

H.E. Gen. Roy Agullana Cimatu

Secretary, Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR)

Government of the Philippines

Ms. Rosalie Masu

Deputy Director - Inshore Fisheries Division
Ministry of Fisheries and Marine Resources
Government of Solomon Islands

H.E. Acacio Guterres

Director General Fisheries

Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries
Government of the Democratic Republic
of Timor-Leste




Chair of the CTI-CFF Commitee of Senior Officials, Philippines DENR
Undersecretary JOnas Leones emphasized the need to shift the focus of
CT6 member countries on actions that can deliver higher level outcomes

such as poverty reduction and improved food security during the
Opening Session of the 14th Senior Officials’ Meeting held in Manila,
Philippines from 12-13 December 2018. © CTI-CFF Regional Secretariat/
2018

PH ends Coral Triangle chairmanship with
call to scale up action towards poverty
reduction, improved food security

The Philippines is ending its two-year chairmanship of
the Coral Triangle Initiative on Coral Reefs, Fisheries
and Food Security (CTI-CFF) with a call for nations
within one of the world’s biggest and most important
marine regions to scale up efforts to achieve
widespread impact.

“Moving forward, we must shift our focus on actions
that can really deliver higher level of outcomes such as
poverty reduction and improved food security,”
Undersecretary Jonas Leones of the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) said in his
opening remarks during the 14th CTI-CFF Senior
Officials Meeting in Makati City.

The two-day meeting is one of the culminating
activities for the Philippine chairmanship of CTI-CFF, a
multilateral partnership of six countries working
together to sustain extraordinary marine and coastal
resources by addressing crucial issues, such as food
security, climate change and marine biodiversity.

The six countries are Indonesia, Malaysia, Papua New
Guinea, Solomon Islands, Timor-Leste and the
Philippines, collectively known as CT6.

Leones, chair of the CTI-CFF Committee of Senior
Officials, said the chairmanship of the Philippines for
the past two years was not easy because it has been
challenged with a number of difficulties that caused a
small hiccup in the organization.

The region, he said, also suffered from natural disasters
that have cost lives and economic losses among CT6
nations, further aggravating what has already been a
difficult sector to manage.

“Our coastal communities which have always relied on
the richness of our seas remain highly vulnerable to an
ever changing environment, which is why there is a
need to develop programs and initiatives that are more
adaptive and sustainable,” Leones said.

Leones, however, believed the region has already
moved on from “difficult times” and was now “eager to
keep on working to achieve our common goals.”

But before the CT6 adopts a new regional plan of
action, Leones said working groups, such as
coordination mechanism, monitoring and evaluation,
must gain grounds.

He said this is to make sure “everything is in place and
all we have to do is to implement what will be decided
upon by the CTI-CFF.”

Leones also shared some of the efforts done by the
Philippines to protect its coastal and marine resources,
including its “bold and decisive moves” in connection
with the world-famous Boracay Island.

He said the six-month closure of Boracay served as an
eye opener for local government units, coastal
communities and national agencies on the effects of
unsustainable tourism practices.

“Moreover, this initiative has rippled through all of our
provinces and municipalities, triggering an increased
environmental consciousness to those living along the
country’s coastline,” Leones added.

The DENR official said the country also expanded the
coverage of the National Integrated Protected Area
System (NIPAS) that established and reinforced addi-
tional terrestrial and coastal protected areas spread
across the country.

He also cited the signing of Presidential Proclamation
489 declaring a portion of the Philippine Rise, more
commonly known as Benham Rise, as a resource
reserve.






